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Future Shock
This is the magazine I've been waiting for!
Could you please run articles immediately
on the future of: language; special effects
in movies; cities; mass transportation; pri-
vate air transportation; computer art; sub-
liminal advertising; sex; sports; fashion;
crime; animal behavior; parapsychology;
underwater housing; racism; cosmelics;
democracy; zero-gee weight reduction;
gold; faster-than-light postal systems;
pastries; childbirth; guitars; cats; sculpting
materials; tropical diseases; tv commer-
cials; and other forward-looking stories.
Jerry Edelman
Gretna, LA

Before the Flood
| realize that you have quite probably been
the victims of a deluge of manuscripts
since the announcement of Penthouse
International's new venture into the sci-
ence fiction field. However, there is not a
merciful bone in my body. | add yet one
more large manila envelope to the pile al-
ready threatening your sanity and disturb-
ing your sleep.
Allen Curry
Cincinnati, OH

Do It Again
Great neutrinos, you've done it again! Just
when all we Nobel Prize people were
about to become vacuum cleaner sales-
men, you bring us new hope with Omni.
It's an exciting project, and | predict we'll
work together even more harmoniously
than we did on Saturday Review and Sci-
ence Digest. As requested, I'm enclosing
a mishmash of currently available Stuckey.
William K. Stuckey
Dallas, TX

Miniature UFOs

| would like to share my UFO experiences
with some organization that will not laugh
at me. For the last ten years | have seen
landing on the rooftops of New York City
skyscrapers infinitely delicate flying ob-
jects. | can't call them airplanes, and al-
though they can land and take off verti-
cally like helicopters, they have totally
unigue shapes. Sometimes the shapes

cover the whole range of the geometric al-
phabet. And although the detailing on the
“skin” is quite intricate, the actual size of
the objects is generally small, about big
enough to fit in an elevator shaft. They of-
ten have bright colors.

On the few buildings that have given me
access to rooftops | found evidence of
small triangular imprints. | have photo-
graphs. Would Omni be interested in print-
ing them?

Melinda Moore
New York, NY

Congratulations: Birth of a Star
It was a pleasure learning about your new
publication. Omni sounds as if it will be-
come a long-lived phenomenon.
Richard Golob, Director
The Center for Short-Lived Phenomena
Cambridge, MA

I am looking forward to seeing the first
copy of Omni out on the stands in Octo-
ber. Good luck with it.
Lyall Watson
Oxford, England

Our sincere hopes for success with Omni.
A magazine of this scope and caliber is
absolutely needed. If we can be of any as-
sistance with regard to articles on solar
energy, | hope your investigators will not
hesitate to call on us.
J. Michael Levesque
Vulcan Solar Industries
Pawtucket, Rl

Future Zoo
We would be pleased to cooperate with
your company and are delighted to hear
that the Metropolitan Toronto Zoo would be
a model for the zoo of the future.
TW. Thompson
General Director
Metropolitan Toronto Zoo

Sunburn Survey

We would like to locate individuals with
very efficient molecular repair processes
who are, as a result, highly resistant to
sunlight, cancer, and aging processes. If
you know of anyone who has (or had) a
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UFO UPDP\TE

By James Oberg

riction between science and fly-
F ing saucers has generated a bliz-

zard of sparks over the years.
The sides are well defined: Establishment
scientists traditionally dismiss UFO data
as fanciful fiction, while UFO enthusiasts
portray themselves as outcast Galileos,
prophets of a new scientific revolution

Advocates of Unidentified Flying Ob-
jects insist that they are onto some extraor-
dinary phenomenon unaccountable by
contemporary science. The favorite theory
involves alien spacecraft, but growing
splinter groups promote various psychic,
interdimensional, cross-temporal, con-
spiratorial, or even more bizarre hy-
potheses, Whatever it is, UFO enthusiasts
assert, the confirmation of extraterrestrial
beings could be a key to the next great
breakthrough in human knowledge.

Few could argue such a premise.

Early in 1977, the wire services reported
that astronomers now favor scientific stud-
ies of UFOs. According to The New York
Times, “unidentified flying objects should
be investigated further, a majority of
trained astronomical observers said in a
survey disclosed recently.”

Closer analysis showed that the private
pro-UFO survey actually meant that only
one-guarter of those polled responded
that UFOs “certainly” or “probably” de-
served study, with a few more agreeing

that they "possibly” deserved study. More
to the point, only one-quarter of 1 percent
of the astronomers thought that UFOs
were important enough to warrant their
personal attention.

But the poll did nevertheless seem to
bestow some measure of scientific re-
spectability to this topic, previously ranked
among the lunatic fringe. The poll was
symptomatic of the changing image of
UFOs, and the new status of UFO re-
searchers.

After three decades of exuberant if ama-
teurish fieldwork, furious propagandizing,
and aimless theorizing, a number of UFO
groups have finally begun to play the
game using rules of science. Accepting
the burden of proof, they have mounted an
impressive scientific program designed to
demonstrate, finally, that UFOs exist.

On a dark hillside in Texas, white-
uniformed men monitor a battery of instru-
ments, hoping to catch and record the
subtle physical effects alleged to accom-
pany UFO visitations. In photographic
laboratories across the country, data pro-
cessing specialists analyze computerized
images of alleged UFO photographs,
seeking evidence of forgery and potential
proof of authenticity. A computerized data
base in Chicago prints out pattern analy-
ses of UFQ sightings, seeking a signal
behind the noise of thousands of annual

Specrar:ufa-r glowing UFO was photographed from a Concorde during 1973 solar eclipse.
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reports. Pieces of metal picked up near
alleged landing sites undergo spectro-
scopic examination in well-equipped
laboratories.

These are the technigues of science,
applied to a subject long regarded as be-
yond the fringes of science. But these are
the techniques that will produce proof, if
proof is possible.

Standards are now tighter and the
experience of UFO investigators greater,
so that many “unknowns" have dimin-
ished. More and more cases have been
solved, but always a fraction remain un-
solved, unexplained, unidentified. This
residue of unknowns is the basis for UFO
enthusiasts' hope. Skeptics disagree,
saying that inherent limitations in human
perception, memory, and knowledge will
always introduce a small artificial residue
of unknowns, ?

Sowhat kind of data will stand up to sci-
entific standards, not as a leftover residue
of mysteries but as a definitive list of re-
corded events?

Laying aside the possibilities that alien
ambassadors will land at the White House
or that the fabled "secret captured flying
saucer” will ever be rescued from alleged
governmental oblivion, hard evidence for
the reality and respectability of UFOs must
come from laboratories now engaged in
scientific research.

The “Project Starlight International”
team, privately but generously funded by
some Texas millionaires, has assembled
an array of instruments that could produce
incontrovertible evidence. They have cam-
eras, radar, spectrometers, magnetome-
ters, radiation sensors, gravitometers, and
a small laser beam to communicate with
extraterrestrials should they happen by.

The Starlight UFO trap has now been in
full operation for nearly three years. New
equipment continues to be added, inclug-
ing a radar set and computerized alert
system that automatically telephones vol-
unteer skywatchers in the vicinity of a
computed UFQ paosition. The system
works well in drills—but nothing substan-
tive has resulted.

The most exciting recent events have
dealt with a fierce wood lick infestation on




ion (APRO)

the hillside where the Starlight equipment
is mounted. White-clad UFO watchers
bend to their technical tasks amid the
fumes of sulfur bombs. They watch a sky
full of airplanes, meteors, satellites, kites,
balloons, birds, ball lightning, migrating
wind-blown spiders, and maybe, just
maybe, something else. But, as Starlight
project director Ray Stanford told col-
leagues at a 1976 UFO conference, "If we
search for ten years with what we've got
and we don't find anything, then we're go-
ing to have to admit that nothing is there."
_ One of the most visible aspects of the
phenomenon is a growing collection of
UFO photographs. While the vast majority
of UFQ sighting reports are made by hon-
est, perplexed, often reluctant witnesses,
most photographs are hoaxes. To sepa-
rate out the possibly authentic photos, if
any at all, experts use photoanalysis

For example, Dr. Brice Maccabee, a re-
searcher for the National Investigations
Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP),
has made densitometric scans of a fa-
mous 1950 photo from McMinnville, Ore-
gon. The scans support the skeptical
"Condon Committee” conclusion that the
photo could in fact be of a large structured
disk 50 feet or more in diameter. But an-
other expert, computer specialist Robert
Sheatffer, concluded that the photo was
made with a smudged lens and that the
object appears to be hanging from an
overhead power line. Condon Committee
investigators later changed their minds
and agreed with Sheaffer.

Specialists at the "Ground Saucer
Watch” (GSW) office in Phoenix also apply
advanced data processing techniques to
photographs. Their work has raised howls
of protest from traditional UFO groups be-
cause many of the more famous photos
have been denounced by GSW as frauds,
However, GSW has compiled a small list of
photos that they suggest could be genu-

ine. Again, other researchers disagree,
and scientific debate is raging on the va-
lidity of such processing techniques.

Computer scientists have a favorite
proverb: “Garbage in, garbage out." It
means that bad input data can be manipu-
lated to produce nearly any output de-
sired, but it will be useless. That, so far,
seems to be the fate of UFO computerized
data banks, since data processing spe-
cialists have criticized them for not having
sufficient control over the validity of input
data. UFO proponents, appealing to math-
ematical formulas from information theory,
claim that a proper computer program can
filter out the garbage and sift through to
the authentic residue.

Nor have laboratories produced any
specimen that could not have been ob-
tained from ordinary sources on earth. Ex-
otic space metals or artifacts continue to

pe reported, but none have passed the in-
vastigation of professional laboratories.

Yet these debates have changed mark-
edly from the days when UFOs were the
topic for screwball religious cults, nasty in-
sinuations about witnesses' sanity and/or
sobriety, and knee-jerk gullibility. Today's
arguments must stand up to the time-
tested standards of scientific research.
Perhaps they will reveal something, per-
haps not. But it's the only way to find out
for sure.

In light of the need for better scientific
research about UFOs, it is particularly
frustrating to read published reports that
“NASA has rejected a White House re-
quest to reopen the government-
sponsored research program.” But the
real story is not so open-and-shut as these
pessimistic accounts would indicate.

Actually, the story began when Presi-
dent Carter promised to release all UFO
data, if elected. Once elected, he discov-

UFO experts give “the benefit of the doubt” to this Yungay, Peru photo and believe it genuine.
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ered that the Air Force’s "Blue Book” files
were already being declassified, and ev-
erybody denied having any other files.

‘Carter's science adviser, Dr. Frank Press,

was assigned the task of answering UFO-
related mail from the public. A flood of mail
arrived, demanding that the "real secret
files" be released.

Overwhelmed with queries, Press asked
NASA director Dr. Robert Frosch if NASA
might handle the mail. In the letter, one
paragraph innocently asked if NASA
would consider convening a panel to de-
cide if a new official investigation was war-
ranted.

Following several months of consider-
ation, NASA said that it could see no rea-
son to undertake a new investigation.
However, Frosch offered fo make NASA
laboratories available to analyze any
UFO "physical evidence” that might be
submitted.

Six months later, nothing has been offi-
cially submitted.

If UFOs are alien spacecraft (and while
this is the leading theory, many other
schools of thought have come and gone),
it's likely that earth’'s spaceships may have
been able to encounter them in outer
space. Stories have sprung up about how
“our astronauts have seen them too!"

In fact, each story can be traced back to
authors' misunderstandings, distortions,
exaggerations, or just plain fabrications.
There does not appear to be a single casé
on record of American or Soviet spacemen
encountering anything extraordinary
in terms of normal space occurrences.

The most famous case, however, con-
tinues to thrive. It deals with a UFO seen
by astronaut James McDivitt on the
Gemini-4 mission in June 1965, McDivitt
insists that the beer-can shaped object
was just another man-made satellite, but
some observers have suggested that it
was a glimpse of his own booster rocket in
anearby orbit.

A "tadpole” photograph was released
by NASA soon after the flight, taken from a
series of movie frames. McDivitt claims he
shot a few exposures with two still cam-
eras, but they did not turn out. He didn't
touch the movie camera, and the blob of
light released by an overeager photo tech-
nician shows only a window reflection, he
insists,

APRQ's Dr. Harder, however, insists that
the "tadpole” really was the UFO, despite
what McDivitt thinks, and that it was being
propelled by a plasma jet. Dr. Harder
chooses to disregard the astronaut's testi-
mony and build his case on a few frames
of reflections. UFO believers can only
hope that most UFQO evidence is not so in-
substantial.

Positive proof of a genuine UFO encounter




could be extremely valuable for the entire
human race. It could be financially reward-
ing for the owners of that proof. And it
could spell financial ruin for one prominent
UFO skeptic—unless, of course, he was
the one delivering the proof.

The National Enguirer, a weekly tabloid
newspaper with a circulation in the mil-
lions, has a standing offer of $1 million for
“positive proof.” The London-based whis-
key bottler Cutty Sark, Ltd., recently un-
veiled an even bigger prize of one million
pounds Sterling, or about $1,800,000 at
the present exchange rate.

Lesser awards also are available in the
absenceof positive proof. The Enguirer

.-annually grants up to $10,000 to witnesses

of a UFQ incident judged “most scientifi-
cally valuable" by an independent panel of
UFOQ specialists (the "Blue-Ribbon Panel,”
see box). And Cutty Sark has announced
plans to award £1000 to the best-written
essay on the UFO problem.

Moreover, a number of London betting
houses have accepted various wagers on
the imminent visitations of extraterrestrials.
But the world’s most famous "anti-UFO
bet” has been set forth in the book UFOs
Explained.

Author Philip J. Klass, a senior editor of
Aviation Week magazine and the nation's
leading UFO skeptic, claims he has chal-
lenged UFO believers "to put their money
where their mouths are." Klass has offered
to pay $10,000 to anyone who agrees to
his bet, it and when certain criteria are met
establishing that a true UFO visitation has

occurred. Every year until that happens,
the wagerer must pay Klass the sum of
$100 (up to a maximum of $1000, after
which payments cease but the bet re-
mains in force).

Less than a dozen UFO enthusiasts
have signed up to date, usually on inside
information that “this year the government
is going to announce UFQ contacts. .. . "
Such predictions have appeared in print
nearly every year for a quarter of a century,
but people still seem to believe them.
Klass has become a little richer because
of them,

Only one UFO buff has maintained his
bet in force, apparently more for publicity
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes
a living off his lecture tours proclaiming the
reality of UFOs, and he responded to
Klass's heedling by formally agreeing to
the bet a few years ago.

Additionally, Klass has offered to buy
back all copies of his book UFOs Ex-
plained if events prove his assertions in-
correct. But pro-UFO scientist Robert Me-
Campbell has done Klass one better. He
has offered to buy back copies of his book
UFOlogy from anyone not satisfied with it,
proof ar no proof.

Actually, Philip J. Klass already had
been setting off multimegaton detonations
among the ranks of UFO believers. Miffed
when UFO experts in 1968 ridiculed a seri-
ous (and siill tenable) suggestion that
many UFOs were actually ball lightning,
the by nature combative aviation reporter

threw himself into serious investigations of
what were regarded as the “best’ classic
UFO cases. He often dug up startling (and
embarrassing) new evidence but has be-
come a pariah in UFO circles (Hynek
refuses to appear together with him, and
Hynek's “UFO biblisgraphy” handout
pointedly ignores Klass's two books).

With the death of astronomer Denald
Menzel in 1976, Klass has emerged as the
nation's leading UFO skeptic. He spurns
the word "debunker,” with its connotations
of knee-jerk dismissals and unorthodox
points of view. Instead, Klass attempts {o
investigate UFO cases mare deeply than
might other researchers who have sub-
conscious desires to actually find proof of
extraterrestrial visitors. Concentrating only
on the generally acclaimed "best cases.”
Klass often has exposed the superficiality
of work done by pro-UFO experts.

In 1977, he joined with other scientists
and educators in forming the “Caommittee
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of
the Paranormal,” a group that has de-
nounced easy acceptance by the public
of allegedly baseless beliefs in astrology,
the Bermuda Triangle, ESP, "ancient astro-
nauts,” and other so-called modern myths.
Klass heads a small but potent band of
skeptical investigators called the UFO
Subcommittee. At the very |least, this
group demands the tightening of stan-
dards in so-called scientific UFOlogy. The
level of carelessness of many pro-UFO ex-
perts has markedly declined, so progress
is being made. CQ

$12/yr.

Aerial Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO), 3310 E.
Kleindale, Tucson, AZ 85712. Among the longest surviving
UFO groups (represented in 50 countries), APRO is held to-
gether by the dedication of its cofounders Jim and Coral

donations,

THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING

Center for UFO Studies (CUFQS), 1909 Sherman Suite 207,
Evanston, IL 60201. Seli-styled pinnacle of UFO activities, this
small group generally depends on other groups for data. Dr.
Allen Hynek does the public appearances and fund raising,
while researcher Allan Hendry carries out actual coordination
and in-depth investigation. Two publications: CUFOS
Quarterly Bulletin, $15{/yr.; and International UFO Reporter,

of gadgets yet assembled to measure UFOs—if only they
could find one. Irregular bulletin sent in exchange for cash

Committee Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS), 191 E. 161st St
Bronx NY 10451. New offshoot of GSW, this small group is us-
ing Freedom of Information suits to extract allegedly secret
hypothetical government *UFO files.” Newsletter $10/yr.

20th Century UFO Bureau, 756 Haddon Avenue, Col-

lingswood, NJ 08108. This group, associated with Dr. Carl
Mclintyre's “20th Century Reformation Hour,” believes that
some UFOs are angels and signs of the imminent Second
Coming. However, other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse

Lorenzen, who have recently led the group to specialize
(critics say monopolize) in "UFO abduction cases.” APRO
Bulletin, $10/yr. for 12 issues.

National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NI-
CAP), Suite 23, 3535 University Blvd., Kensington MD 20795.
Another old group, unfortunately in-a downhill slide following a
decade of organizational in-fighting. NICAP Bulletin, $10/yr.
Mutual UFQO Network (MUFON), 103 Oldtowne Road, Seguin,
TX 78155. A vigorous, expanding group acting in concert with
CUFOS. MUFON UFO Journal, $8/yr.

Ground Saucer Watch (GSW), 13238 North 7th Drive, Phoenix,
AZ 85029. Highly professional organization (membership by
invitation only), which applies vigorous scientific standards to
UFQ investigations. Quarterly journal free with membership.
Project Starlight International (PSI), PO Box 5310, Austin TX
78763. Somewhat mysterious organization with the best array

people lest they recognize the angels.

UFO Subcommittee of the “Committee for the Scientific Inves-
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal,” 923 Kensington Avenue,
Buffalo, NY 14215. The first formal organization of UFO skep-
tics, who tackle the “best UFO cases” an record, often with
spectacular success, much to the dismay of most UFO buffs.
Reports of activities are included in the Committee publication
The Skeptical Inguirer (formerly Zetetic), $12/yr.

The National Enquirer's Blue Ribbon Panel of UFO experts
(who review "best cases" for cash rewards). Two regular
members (James Harder and Leo Sprinkle) are joined by a
changing cadre of obscure "UFO experts,” including this
year's Willard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respected
UFOlogists have declined offers of membership. Send contest
entries to UFQ REWARD, National Enquirer, Lantana FL,
33464. All entries will be evaluated.

32 OMNI




Secret Air Force report admits the threat is real.

UFOs May Doom

Life On Earth

Read The Official U.S. Government Findings!

Ever since the first UFO sightings (shortly
after the atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima) the government has been
calling the UFQs a hoax. Yet all the lime,
Air Force intelligence was working fran-
tically to discover where the UFOs were
coming from!

SCIENTISTS DISCOVERED THE
ALARMING TRUTH AND OUR GOV-
ERNMENT HAS HIDDEN |T FROM
You!

PROJECT BLUE BOOK was the govern-
ment's code name for the top secret,
multi-million dollar investigation that had
FBI, CIA, special investigators, university
scientists and the RAND Corporation (a
government “think tank')—all working
feverishly in a national security effort to
trace the origins of the UFOs. The find-
ings shocked even the scientists them-
selves because who could believe all this
was just coincidence—

April 12, 1960 The National Sclence
Foundation attempts to communicate
with intelligent life in outer space using
its giant radio transmitter at Green Bank,
West Virginia. On the same day, a scien-
tist reports seeing a UFO!

YOU GET ALL THIS

Complete case listings including
date, location, and type of ob-
server for 562 UFO sightings the
government was not able to ex-
plain by any known earth phe-
nomenon e 79 photos from official
U.5. Government files e photos of
UFOs being tracked on radar e a
UFO photographed through an ob-
servatory telescope e sketches of
UFQ markings made by an eye wit-
ness » skelches of the crash site
of a military aircraft believed to
have come too close to a UFO e
12 official U.S. Government draw-
ings of the basic types of UFOs =
5 graphs Indicating intensity of
sightings for each type of UFD e
Graph indicating sightings by type
of UFO « RAND Corporation cal-
culations of UFO origins ® Russian
calculations of UFO capabilities
and power requirements  Official
Air Force UFO reportling proce-
dures » 8 UFO Incident Maps,
Charts, and Graphs » Special Re-
port USAF ad hoc Committee o
Project Blue Book Briefing for Air
Defense Command » The Findings
of Project Sign e A Summary of
Project Grudge » And that's just
the beginning . . .

BLUE BOOK COORDINATOR,
27 Milburn Street
Bronxville, N.Y. 10708

November 22, 1963 President John F,
Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, ex-
actly one month after observers at Cupar
Fife, Scotland, report seeing a UFO!

July 28, 1964 The day after UFOs ap-
pear over Norwich, New York, scientists
reveal that dozens of dangerous bacteria

have developed a strange iImmunity fo
miracle drugs!

PROJECT BLUE BOOK FILES
NOW PROVE THAT . ..

Early in 1968 while the U.S. Is building
up troop strength in Vietnam, UFO sight-
ings increase throughout the world » UFO
sightings preceed the Detroit riots of
1967, the assassinations of Robert F.
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, and
the seizure of the U.8. intelligence ship
Pueblo by MNorth Korean communists
UFQOs are sighted at the same time the
Supreme Court shocks the conscience of
the nation by letting down the floodgates
on pornography, yet this is only part of
the total picture you'll find when you read
Project Blue Book!

READ THE SPINE-CHILLING FACTS

IN THE GOVERNMENT'S OWN WORDS!
Only by reading Project Blue Book will
you understand why the government kept
saying PROJECT BLUE BOOK did not
exist—until, after 30 years, it was finally
forced to open its top secret files by
relentless public demand. Read the Offi-
cial U.S. Government findings for your-
self and discover why Air Force Intelli-
gence may believe UFOs are a deadly
threat to life on Earth!

FIRST TIME AVAILABLE
TO THE PUBLIC!
For the first time ever, Project Blue Book
is avallable to the public. To obtain your
copy, send Just $6.98 for the staggering
423 page report.

FREE

WHEN YOU ORDER — YOURS
TO KEEP REGARDLESS

1. Porifolio of 8” x 10" glossies
of UFOs, all from Official
U.S. Government files.

2. Brad Steiger's Mysteries of
Time and Space. Useful
book helps you understand
what the UFOs are .. . and
where they are coming from!

Fm———— ==
|

BLUE BOOK COORDINATOR,
Dept. OM-10

27 Milburn Street
Bronxville, N.Y. 10708
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of Project Blue Book, the Official U.S. Gov-
ernment findings never before made public. |
I understand that the book and the portfolio of
official UFO glossies and Brad Steiger's Mys-
teries of Time and Space are mine for only
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' regardless.
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I [] Check here if you wish your order sent
C.0.D, Enclose only $1 good-will deposit

l now, Pay postman balance, plus C.0.D.
postage and handling charges. Same
money-back guarantee.
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